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THE Barry Maney Group 
has given a helping hand to a 
Naracoorte resident in need of 
transport.

Mathew Roughton, who 
has experienced the reality of 
homelessness, has shed sweat 
and tears to improve his life and 
has now received something in 
return - a car.

The Ford Falcon was initially 
given to ac.care to help raise 
awareness during Homelessness 
Week, but then the service pro-
vider was told to keep the car.

“We then had to decide who the 
car should go to and Mathew’s 
worker Angela Malpas put 
forward a very good argument,” 
ac.care homelessness services 
program manager Trish Spark 
said.

“He has worked to hard to get 
to where he is, so we agreed that 
it should go to him.”

Mr Roughton’s worker Angela 
Malpas said she was proud of 
what Mathew had achieved.

“It has been a fantastic journey 
with Matt, but it was never going 
to come about unless he wanted 
it to,” Ms Malpas said.

“This is a credit to him and I 
hope that he knows that about 
himself.”

Mr Roughton said this would 
open up his opportunities for 
employment.

“I am not limited to Woolworths 
and McDonalds and I can apply 
for any company that interests 
me,” Mr Roughton said.

“Now I have my L plates and a 
car, I can knuckle down and get 
into the frame of mind to move 
forward.”

Work Skil site manager Mark 
Fullford, who has also worked 
closely with Mr Roughton, agreed 
the car would make a difference 
to his future job prospects.

“In Naracoorte there is no 
public transport and if he was 
to look for work outside of town 
he would need a car,” Mr Fullford 
said.

“I don’t think people realise 
the difference it makes, but now 
it will be fi ne and we will fi nd 
something for him.”

Barry Maney director Barry 
Stafford said he was pleased 
to help a local person in
need.

“Our mantra is to make sure 
we support local charities to 
make sure the dollars we spend 
don’t go outside the area,” Mr 
Stafford said.

“People might start off home-
less, but if they get wheels then 
they can get a job and then a 
home.

“This car brings all those 
things together and we are proud 
to be a part of that.”

The donation is the third car 
the Barry Maney Group has 
presented for a community cause 
in the region.
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES: Work Skil site manager Mark Fullford and ac.care worker Angela Malpas are 
pleased to see Mathew Roughton receive a car from Barry Maney director Barry Stafford.  
          Picture: GEORGIA KELLY-BAKKER
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AFTER an independent review 
paper into the Patient Assistance 
Transport Scheme made claims 
of rorting of the system, Family 
First MLC Robert Brokenshire 
said he wants evidence.

“I demand that the government 
explain how many cases have 
been allegedly rorted and how 
much that has in fact cost the 
fund,” Mr Brokenshire said.

“We need to know if this 
is a beat-up or a genuine 
concern about a major draw 
on the fund.”

Mr Brokenshire said Family 
First had been fi ghting for 
months to stop the govern-
ment cutting eligibility for 
the PATS subsidy, which pays 
16 cents per kilometre for people 
to travel for medical care.

The review suggests limiting 
the eligibility to people living 
150km, up from 100km, out of 

Adelaide or only allowing 
pensioners to make a claim.

“Family First’s concern all 
along with the PATS review is 
that its term of reference are 
about cutting eligibility and 
not increasing the funding 
pool available,” he said.

“Why has rorting been 
possible under the criteria the 
government established for the 

fund while other people have 
complained to the review that 
the funding is too tight? 

“I am concerned that a knee-
jerk reaction to these allegations 
could see more harm than 
good.”

The public can make sub-
missions to the review by 
contacting health.patsreview@
health.sa.gov.au.

Family First demands ‘rort’ evidence
Knee-jerk reaction concerns raised after Patient Transport Scheme review 

We need to know if this is a 
beat-up or a genuine concern 
about a major draw on the fund

Family First MLC Robert Brokenshire

POLICE were called 
to a single car crash 
on the Riddoch 
Highway at Dismal 
S w a m p ,  n e a r 
Mount Gambier, 
on Saturday after-
noon.

The driver,  a 
63-year-old woman 
from the Limestone 
Coast, was taken to 
hospital and treated 
for minor injuries. 

Police are want-
ing to speak with 
the driver of a grey 
van, who was trav-
elling south on the 
Riddoch Highway at 
the time of the crash 
around 1.45pm, and 
may be able to assist 
with the investiga-
tion. 

Anyone who wit-
nessed the crash or 
has information that 
could assist police 
is urged to contact 
Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000 
o r  v i s i t  w w w.
sa.crimestoppers.
com.au

POLICE located cannabis plants at a house in 
Mount Gambier on Wednesday. 

Just after 9am, police attended the property 
and found several plants growing in the rear 
yard. 

An 18-year-old man from Mount Gambier 
was reported for cultivating cannabis and will 
appear in court.

A MOUNT Gambier 
woman has been 
reported for drug 
driving after giving 
a positive result to 
a roadside test on 
Thursday. 

The 42-year-old 
was stopped by 
police while driving 
on Lake Terrace East 
in Mount Gambier 
for a mobile driver 
screening test.

It is alleged she 
returned a positive 
result for metham-
phetamine. 

The woman will 
be summonsed to 
attend court at a 
later date.

Police urge motor-
ists to stop and think 
before they drink 
alcohol or consume 
illicit drugs and drive 
- both can severely 
reduce a motorist’s 
ability to drive safely 
and can have fatal 
consequences.

POLICE are investigating $1500 damage to an east 
Mount Gambier sporting facility overnight. 

A window was smashed between Saturday and 
Sunday and a roller screen door was damaged at 
the sporting club located on Jubilee Highway. 

Anyone with information can contact 
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or visit www.
sa.crimestoppers.com.au

Witness 
sought to 
car crash

Illicit drug
warning

Cannabis discovered Damage investigation

Naracoorte man earns keys to better future

Mt Gambier
Safety Su pplies

Not just a safety store!
118 PENOLA ROAD

MT GAMBIER
Phone 8724 8011
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WITH MP3 JACKWITH MP3 JACK

AVAILABLE NOW
No more boring lawnmowing!

PLUG IN 
ANY MP3 
PLAYER 

OR SMART 
PHONE

Notice of 
Meeting
Correction 
The South East Natural Resources 

Management Board will be meeting on: 

Thursday, 26th September 2013 at Settlers 
Cafe, Naracoorte will now be starting at 
1.45pm and concluding at 2.45pm.

The Board welcomes public attendance to 

observe the meeting. 

An agenda will be available from Thursday, 

19th September 2013.

If you would like to make a presentation 

or discuss a topic with the Board, please 

contact Tim Collins, Regional Manager on 

(08) 8735 1118.

Government of South Australia

South East Natural Resources 
Management Board
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BJD Informa� on Session
PIRSA Biosecurity SA are holding a Bovine Johne’s 
Disease informa� on session for all livestock producers 
and agents. Specifi cally interstate movements, F1 
breeders and end users. 
Mount Gambier RSL, 23rd September, 7.00pm. 
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